Eton v Harrow June 2012

Match report by Mark Williams

Eton won the toss in this annual 55 overs per side match at Lord’s, on a bright morning, with the threat of showers later. They elected to bat on a pitch which had been used for four recent limited over games, and which was slightly closer to the centre of the square than usual. 
Jamie Abbott and Teddy James began positively, scoring 25 from the first five overs, against slightly wayward Harrow bowling although Lalit Bose generated a healthy head of steam. They continued to bat judiciously, punishing the bad ball, stealing plenty of singles, and looking completely in control, until Harrow turned to Andrew Turner, who almost immediately beat James for speed, bowling him for 43, and terminating an opening stand of 94. Henry Hayes began cautiously, as befitted someone only recently returned from a lengthy injury, but Abbott continued to bat with impressive placement and timing, reaching a serene fifty off 72 balls. With Hayes soon becoming more fluent, Eton lunched at 144 for 1 off 34 overs, much the happier of the two sides. 
Harrow bowled and fielded with more purpose upon the resumption, but with Hayes becoming increasingly dominant, reaching his fifty in 73 balls, and Abbott accumulating steadily, Eton were scoring at a rate of five per over until Abbott was lbw, caught on the crease by Arthur Boyd for a fine 72. The scoreboard froze and remained inactive for half an hour, but Hayes now moved into command mode, and attacked the bowling with an impressive array of shots until he was caught on the cover boundary playing an expansive back foot drive. He hit ten fours and three sixes in a captain’s innings of 83 from 88 balls. Jamie Gnodde and Justin Hubbard were dismissed soon after, so the innings lurched a little at 225-5 from 49 overs. Enter Michael Roy, who dominated the last six overs with a breezy selection of extravagant shots including two sixes over cover off the back foot, scoring an unbeaten 34 from just 22 balls, so that Eton finished with 273 for 6. This represented a huge score for a side who had struggled to score runs consistently all season, and presented a major challenge to Harrow, who had bowled and fielded mostly tidily without anyone standing out.

Harrow began quite cautiously, but both batsmen looked secure until Robbie White picked out James Tugwell from a middled hook, who held on to a difficult catch at long leg above his head (29 for one from eight overs). Mikey Cousens was soon into his stride, and with Lalit Bose becoming increasingly fluent and timing the ball well on the up, the pair added 55 in 68 balls before Henry Hayes had Cousens palpably stumped by Freddie Thorp for 26. Rory MacDonagh was in the middle of an economical spell of medium pace from the pavilion end which eventually yielded one for 26 from 11 overs (by some distance the most parsimonious of the match), and with Hayes’s off-spin also teasing the batsmen after his five- wicket haul last year, Nick Castleman found it hard to get going. With the pressure mounting he was adjudged run out attempting a second run by a good throw from Jamie Gnodde: 100 for 3 from 25 overs at tea and the match well balanced. 
Bose had meanwhile completed a fine fifty full of attractive shots from 62 balls and was continuing to dominate, although Eton managed to keep him from the strike, and his partners found it hard to get the ball away. Arthur Boyd and Viresh Patel both fell trying to accelerate, and the score reached 130 for 5 after 35 overs, with Eton scenting victory. Hector Whitrow initially managed to rotate the strike more successfully than his predecessors, but with Bose relatively becalmed approaching a hundred the required run rate continued to rise, so that with 10 overs remaining 90 were needed. Finally Bose lofted a drive over mid-off for four to reach a richly deserved century from 118 balls, which initialised a flurry of strokes from both batsmen resulting in 32 runs from 16 balls. For the first time it looked as though we might be in for a close finish, but  Bose’s innings was terminated by a spectacular direct hit by Rory MacDonagh  from 60 yards (118 from 127 balls). Bose and Whitrow had added 86 from 81 balls, but it seemed that the critical blow had been struck. 
Whitrow had other ideas however, and launched himself into a spectacular display of orthodox stokes mixed with effective hitting. Andrew Turner and Morgan Ward managed to score a single from most of the deliveries they faced, which crucially allowed Whitrow plenty of the strike. Both perished in the chase, so that by the time that Max Carleton-Smith bowled Ward only five more were needed with two wickets and eight balls remaining. Hamish Macintyre managed to snick his first ball through third man for four, and it was left to Whitrow, appropriately, to score the winning run from the first ball of the last over. He had batted brilliantly to play the innings of the day (80 not out from 66 balls including five fours and three sixes), and had snatched a spectacular victory from a precarious position.
If the batting had dominated the bowling all day (the match aggregate of 547 is the highest since the match became a one-day game in 1982), it had nonetheless been a gripping and exciting match. The weather had played its part in this wettest of seasons (several storms passed either side of the ground in the late afternoon), and the match was a triumph for the fixture and its continuation on the finest of grounds. Both sides had played some very good cricket at various times during the day, and there were several fine individual performances, but the match should be remembered for Whitrow’s belief in the seemingly impossible, and for the excellence in which he executed his plan.
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